Fear Not, Stand S-ll, Be Quiet And Watch
Donnie Bates

Some-mes when we're walking down the straight and narrow path, just when it
seems things are ge:ng really good in life, suddenly all the wheels come oﬀ at once.
You immediately think of James 1:2,3 and you say, "Lord, I know I'm supposed to be
joyful right now, but I just don't see how this -me," or "I know You said You'd provide
a way of escape, but I don't see any way out of this." It always seems that these
things happen at the worst of -mes. That's because there are no good -mes for
disaster.
A great lesson can be learned by listening to Moses' words to the children of Israel
when they were convinced that the Egyp-an army was about to kill them all (Exodus
14:13, 14): But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the
salva-on of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyp-ans whom
you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. The Lord will ﬁght for
you while you keep silent."
When God says, "Fear not!" He usually has something big in mind. Moses knew
ahead of -me that Og, king of Bashan, would not destroy the Israelites (Numbers
21:33-35). This is how it would be in every ba^le (Deuteronomy 20:1-3). However,
like so much of God's law, this was condi-onal (Joshua 7:2-5,8-12). The same is true
today. We already know Who is going to win (Romans 8:31-37), but it's s-ll
condi-onal (2 Corinthians 13:5).
When God says, "Stand s-ll!" we must do things His way. Impa-ence will get us into
trouble every -me. Just look at Abraham and Ishmael (Genesis 16). God's priests
were to stand pa-ently and wait on God to stop a ﬂooding Jordan River (Joshua 3:8).
Receiving strength from God depends on wai-ng pa-ently on Him (Isaiah 40:31).
Pa-ence is necessary to receive the promise (Hebrews 10:36).
It's also important not to sound your own horn! He says, "Be quiet!" God says not to
worry about our enemies or the things that threaten us; He is the Victor (Isaiah
7:1-6). Moses, who was more humble than anyone else (Numbers 12:3) was not
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Now "Watch!" "Behold the power and majesty of God!!" The goodness of God is
visible today (Psalm 27:13); we see answered prayers, the awesome evidence of
crea-on, etc. We are invited to see His works (Psalm 66:5). It has all been plainly
visible for quite some -me (Romans 1:20).
Read 2 Kings 6:8-18. When we enter into life's ba^les they can quite oken be pre^y
scary (2 Chronicles 20:1-7). Whenever we do ba^le in this world we must make sure
whose side we're on. If we ﬁnd ourselves against the Lord, we must change sides
quickly. If we ﬁnd ourselves on the Lord's side, read what will happen in 2 Chronicles
20:14-17, 20-24: Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the Lord came upon
Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of
Ma^aniah, the Levite of the sons of Asaph; and he said, "Listen, all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: thus says the Lord to you, 'Do not
fear or be dismayed because of this great mul-tude, for the ba^le is not yours but
God's. Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come up by the ascent of
Ziz, and you will ﬁnd them at the end of the valley in front of the wilderness of
Jeruel. You need not ﬁght in this ba^le; sta-on yourselves, stand and see the
salva-on of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.' Do not fear or be
dismayed; tomorrow go out to face them, for the Lord is with you." ...They rose early
in the morning and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa; and when they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put
your trust in the Lord your God and you will be established. Put your trust in His
prophets and succeed." When he had consulted with the people, he appointed
those who sang to the Lord and those who praised Him in holy a:re, as they went
out before the army and said, "Give thanks to the Lord, for His lovingkindness is
everlas-ng." When they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against
the sons of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; so they
were routed. For the sons of Ammon and Moab rose up against the inhabitants of
Mount Seir destroying them completely; and when they had ﬁnished with the
inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. When Judah came to the
lookout of the wilderness, they looked toward the mul-tude, and behold, they were
corpses lying on the ground, and no one had escaped.
There will be -mes when you come out the winner and you have no idea how it
happened that way. Just give thanks to God Almighty. Have a wonderful week.

