
The Beauty of God 
 

When discussing the beauty of God, it seems appropriate to include, perhaps begin with, a 
discussion of the beauty of His crea:on. When I teach Genesis, I try to help my students 
understand that the world we see around us, indeed all of the physical crea:on, is not just a 
place where God could put us. It’s clear from the opening pages of Scripture that God created 
everything before us…for us. What I mean is that mankind is the pinnacle of crea:on. You don’t 
need me to tell you that there are some breathtakingly beau:ful sights to be seen in this world. 
Many of us live near some of those sights. In fact, if we’re not careful, when we see some of 
those things every day, we will begin to take them for granted. One of my pet peeves is when 
“ar:sts” try to “beau:fy” nature by hanging large, colorful pieces of cloth in canyons, as though 
the canyon itself needed beau:fica:on. Even those who are not the least bit religious oJen 
stand open-mouthed in awe and amazement before some of the sights I’m referring to. When 
we who have, and are building rela:onships with our Creator realize that He created such 
beauty with us in mind, we can scarcely take it all in. But the beauty of God is not limited to His 
crea:ve power. 

From a more spiritual perspec:ve, our minds might return to one of the most well-known 
verses in all of Scripture. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begoPen Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). What a beau:ful 
way to describe the love that God has for you and for me! And there are so many others. In our 
sermon last week in which we noted that one purpose of worship is to “Quicken the Conscience 
by the Holiness of God,” we referred to John 15:13, 14 where Jesus said, “No greater love has 
anyone than this, than one lay down His life for his friends. You are My friends if you do what I 
command you.” The beauty of these passages is on mul:ple levels. It wasn’t just that God the 
Father loved us enough to make a sacrifice of His Son, and the Son was just going to have to 
follow through regardless of His feelings on the maPer. No, God the Father loved us enough to 
make that kind of sacrifice and God the Son loved us enough to do it. There just is no greater 
love that that! 

If we turn our thoughts again to the crea:on, another aspect of the beauty of God is the 
wonderful (inspiring wonder) complexity and ability of our bodies. In this Sunday’s sermon we 
point out that another purpose of worship is to “Purge the Imagina:on with the Beauty of 
God.” The imagina:on is a wonderful and powerful thing. I have always had a powerful 
imagina:on. I think most people do, but different people may use it more or differently than 
others. Some have, and use, their powerful imagina:ons in areas of fantasy and some 
wonderful stories have come about in various media e.g., books, movies, etc. We must be 
careful, however, not to allow our imagina:ons to have free rein when it comes to fear and 
worry. It seems whenever there is the possibility of a challenge in my life, my powerful 
imagina:on wants to run to the “worst case scenario” immediately. And that causes increased 
anxiety and stress. Jesus, on the other hand, made a powerful case for reining in our 
imagina:ons in MaPhew 6:25-34. Worry thrives in that “worst case scenario” part of our 
brains. Jesus’ point is that such worry accomplishes absolutely nothing. 

So, when we consider for what purpose (or part of it) we gather on the first day of the week 
to worship our God, part of that purpose is to purge (cleanse, set, refocus) our imagina:ons on 
the beauty of God. When we consider the beau:ful aspects of God, both in what He has made 



for us, and what He has done for us, I challenge you to open your minds and imagina:ons and 
allow that love, that beauty, to cleanse and refocus your imagina:on on Him. Let your mind go 
back to John 3:16, for example, and, realizing that God made that sacrifice for you and would 
have done it even if you were the only one who had ever sinned. And then respond, “Wow! 
Imagine that!” 
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