God’s Loving Holiness
"Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for
Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds" (Titus 2:14).
What comes to your mind when you think of God' holiness? Do you gloss over it as a
characteristic of God? Or like Isaiah and others, are you afraid? Or perhaps like C.S.
Lewis, who said, "No I'm not afraid -- I am afraid."
Our sinfulness doesn't make God holy by contrast. Rather, God's holiness reveals our
sinfulness. We aren't worthy to come before the holy God. However, the holy God
doesn't seek to destroy the sinner. The holy God seeks to destroy sin within us. He seeks
to restore us to life with Him.
God desires us to have life with us. He desires this more than we desire to have life with
Him. The Father God sent God the Son to redeem us from our bondage in sin. God
doesn't stop there. He is determined to purify us. God's loving holiness causes Him to
pursue us to make us clean, strong, and pure.
God seeks the destruction of everything that is opposed to His holiness. What we forget
is that God rages against un-holiness on our behalf. He does not rage against the sinner.
He wants every single person to come to Him (I Timothy 2:4). God calls us to be holy like
He is (I Peter 1:15-16).
Look at Jesus. Examine His dealing with sinners and see His loving, gentle work of
redemption and His uncompromising dealing with sin. Jesus called people to follow Him
and let Him change them to be like Him.
God works to purify or clean us up so we will be holy as He is holy. He wants us to live
with Him. We need to make His word a part of us. He means us no harm.
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