On Honoring our Veterans

On Veteran's Day, | get up early and put my flag out and remember the veterans and fighting men and
women in prayer. We owe a great debt of gratitude as a nation to those who have fought for freedom at
the price of death, disabilities, imprisonment, and continuing psychological casualties. We encourage
them, pray for them and express our gratitude to them and for them.

We have much to be thankful for at this holiday season. | recently read an article by Jay Lockhart that
mentioned another set of veterans--veterans in the faith. We in the church stand on the shoulders of
many who have preceded us in faith. We may not sing the song often, but ours is indeed a "Faith of Our
Fathers," ever new and ever renewed in each generation. The church has multiplied veterans of faith. We
today benefit from the sacrifice and vision of those who planted churches, purchased buildings,
established colleges and universities, began a host of benevolent efforts, and pioneered mission work in
places where few were (and are) willing to go. We are recipients of the generosity of many who made it
possible for us to be where we are today. They preached sermons, taught Bible classes, evangelized their
communities, and passed on faith to their families.

| encourage you to make your own personal list of veterans — whether in the military or in the faith — and
give thanks for them at this season. We can honor them most by making sure that the sacrifices they
made will not be in vain--that we will continue to carry the torches of freedom and faith.

Adapted from an article by Robert J. Young



