Keeping the Main Thing, the Main Thing

There truly are a myriad of worthy causes in life — save the whales, save the puppies, kittens, horses,
endangered species, the environment, the forests, the spotted owl, the snail darter. Remember the snail
darter? It was a small 3-inch minnow in the Little River in Tennessee that was the subject of a major lawsuit
against the Tennessee Valley Authority as they built the Tellico dam. Add to those, other efforts to upgrade
neighborhoods, education, business districts, parks, rivers... the list is virtually endless.

I’'m in favor of most efforts to save species, major forests, parks, rivers, etc. As already stated, there are
a myriad of genuinely worth causes. But even worthy causes should be carefully considered as to what
causes should dominate our time, and how much of it.

Over the years I've seen a paradigm shift in the lives of many Christians away from deep spiritual
commitment to even deeper commitment to social causes. The concept of the tyranny of the urgent often
wins in the battle of definition of the most important. One example would be the very real need to balance
work with family. Eight AM on Monday is an important time when work takes priority. But family must
always be one of our top priorities. In fact, we work to support and bless our families. But the clock is a
constant consideration. Anyone who has let work (or any other activity) take priority over family has his
priorities way out of whack!

We all realize that some things are, indeed, urgent, for a time. And we all realize some things are very
important, perhaps saving wild horses or loss of habitat. If and when we allow the urgent to take
precedence over the vital, we lose our daily balance and often our eternal spirituality.

By all means, take part in important causes (emphasis here on important). But by all means, keep the main
thing, the main thing — the main thing is our present relationship with Jesus, His church and our eternity
with Him. The tyranny of the urgent must never be confused with the eternity of the soul. The importance
of any earthly cause, even important ones, must never supplant the cause to which God has called us.

The last | looked, Matthew 6:33 still says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these things will be added to you.” And Ecclesiastes 12:13 still says, “The end of the matter; all has

been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” Choose wisely.

Ray Wallace



