Returning to God’s Word

Thomas Campbell has been regarded as “the architect of the Restoration Movement.”
He was the one who really got the ball rolling for this movement to begin. Thomas is best
known for his work among The Christian Association of Washington. This group was not a
church but was a group of church reform advocates.

Thomas Campbell wrote a document called The Declaration and Address to identify the
purpose of this association. That document became the single most influential document of the
entire Restoration Movement.

Thomas Campbell said some of the most famous words in describing the basic principle
of this group. Here’s what he said: “Where the Bible speaks, we speak. Where the Bible is
silent, we are silent.” This principle was one of the most earth shattering statements of the
Restoration Movement. In fact, it was so shocking that one man responded by saying, “Mr.
Campbell, if we adopt that as a basis, then there is an end to infant baptism.” Thomas
Campbell’s reply was, “if infant baptism be not found in Scripture, we can have nothing to do
with it.”

Too many people who wear the name “Christian” today aren’t speaking where the Bible
speaks and are speaking loudly where the Bible is completely silent. If we want to be true
biblical Christians, we must base everything we do on the Bible. We must take the Bible as our
only guide, and speak where it speaks, and be silent where it is silent. Thomas Campbell was
one of the most influential preachers of the Restoration Movement because he based
everything he did on this principle. We need more people today like Thomas Campbell who will
speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent.
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1 Corinthians 4:6
“Now these things, brethren, | have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so

that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you
will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.”



