Which “Ture” Are You Following?

No, not “tour” but “ture.” What? There are two main “tures” in every person’s life, Christian or
not. And every person makes a choice of which “ture” they will follow. That choice is personal
and individual, whether the choice is made consciously or subconsciously.

“Come on, get to the point!” you say. OK. The two “tures” are culture and scripture. Every adult,
no exceptions, will become like either the culture they decide (yes decide) to follow, or the
scripture that God gave as a guide for all humans, everywhere (Acts 17:30, 31). I'm not saying
that culture has no influence on Christians, but | am saying that cultural influence is so strong
and often so deceptive that many individuals don’t recognize the deep and strong influence
that the ungodly culture has on them.

That lack of conscious recognition is precisely what | am addressing here. To restate it, the lack
of conscious recognition of is the heart of a multitude of problems. Many Christians, even those
who take their faith and self-discipline seriously, have problems seeing what Satan
camouflages.

Example: | once killed a rattlesnake at a neighbor’s ranch and laid it in the lawn grass on the
north (shady) side of their home. | went in and announced | had placed a dead rattlesnake in
the grass and stated the general area, for their “practice” in spotting rattlers. Each person in the
home took turns, alone, going out to find the snake in the grass. Everyone was successful, but
not at first. It took careful searching, even though the grass was fairly short and the carcass
fairly obvious, once it had been initially recognized!

It is the same with Satan’s camouflage (deception). Paul teaches us in 2 Corinthians 2:11 that
when we live in obedience to and in the presence of Jesus, we live in such a way that, “..no
advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes (emphasis
supplied). In Ephesians 4:26, 27, we see a similar situation, “Be angry, and yet do not sin; do
not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity.” We often
see an argument as just angry words because Satan has camouflaged the truth that continuing
anger allows the “snake in the grass” an opportunity to bite with his spiritual venom!

When we live with and for Jesus, scripture helps us to both recognize and overcome the
deceptive culture that is so prevalent in our modern society. When we quickly recognize and
avoid the snake (Satan, Gen. 3) in life’s grass, we can more lovingly follow God’s scripture in our
daily lives.
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